
	 	 									Encounter: Abiding in the Vine	

Romantic Practice - “Holy Grail of Grapes” 

a.	 Romantic	Practices	as	they	are	being	used	in	the	Abiding	Guide	are	otherwise	known	as	spiritual	
disciplines	or	spiritual	practices.			

Dallas	Willard	 is	a	renowned	teacher	and	author	on	the	subject	of	spiritual	transformation.	In	a	
seminary	class	I	had	with	Dallas	he	described	spiritual	disciplines	as	any	activity	within	our	power	
that	 enables	 God	 to	 accomplish	 that	 which	 cannot	 be	 done	 by	 our	 own	 direct	 effort.	 These	
“activities	within	our	power”	 that	Dallas	 is	 referring	 to	may	 include	any	of	 the	 classic	 spiritual	
disciplines	like	fasting,	solitude,	prayer,	etc.	It	is	even	possible	for	everyday	actions,	routines,	and	
trials	 to	 serve	 as	 spiritual	 practices	when	we	ask	God	 to	make	 them	sacred	and	useful	 for	His	
purposes	of	building	our	communication	and	intimacy	with	Him.	

Spiritually	romantic	practices	of	creative	and	various	kinds	open	the	door	for	God’s	grace	to	bring	
about	 transformation	 in	 us	 that	 which	 we	 would	 otherwise	 be	 unable	 to	 accomplish	 for	
ourselves.	 Examples	 of	 His	 supernatural	 work	 in	 us	 include:	 being	 filled	 with	 the	 Holy	 Spirit,	
helping	us	not	to	sin,	and	ultimately	transforming	us	into	the	likeness	of	Jesus	Himself.	

b.	 Andrew	Murray	lived	in	the	beautiful	rural	setting	of	Wellington,	South	Africa	for	nearly	45	years	of	
his	life.	There	he	served	as	a	pastor	and	wrote	many	of	his	books.	From	the	window	near	his	desk,	
and	from	the	veranda,	he	had	a	panoramic	view	of	lush	valleys	and	hill	slopes	lined	with	vineyards.			

We	 can	 visualize	 Andrew	 visiting	 his	 people	 and	 being	 taken	 into	 their	 vineyards,	 asking	
questions	on	 the	nature	of	 vine	growth	 and	 the	duties	of	 the	 farmers,	 and	praying	 to	 receive	
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lessons	from	God.	Late	in	his	life	he	placed	a	gnarly	chunk	of	grape	vine	atop	his	desk	to	serve	as	
an	ongoing	source	of	inspiration	to	Abide	in	the	Vine.			
I	enjoy	the	luxury	of	easy	access	to	grapevines	where	I	 live	 in	Northern	California.	 I’ve	visited	a		
number	of	different	vineyards	and	 I	have	several	 friends	 that	have	grapevines	growing	 in	 their	
backyards.	Like	Andrew,	I	have	been	awestruck	by	the	inspiring	drama	of	the	healthy	growth	of	
vine	and	branch	that	results	in	an	explosion	of	flavorful	fruit.	

This	Romantic	Practice	called	“Holy	Grail	of	
Grapes”	 will	 help	 you	 connect	 with	 the	
experience	and	 the	perspective	of	abiding	
guide,	 Andrew	Murray.	 It	 will	 serve	 as	 an	
act	 of	 worshipping	 the	 True	 Vine	 and	
expressing	 gratitude	 for	 the	 privilege	 of	
bearing	spiritual	fruit	in	your	life.	

1)	 Search	out	a	cluster	of	fresh	grapes	(any	kind	of	grapes	is	good)	at	a	nearby	store	that	has	
the	most	luscious	produce	available	(or	pick	a	vine-ripened	cluster	if	you	have	that	option).	

2)	 Place	the	cluster	of	grapes	in	a	beautiful	chalice	or	bowl,	your	own	version	of	a	holy	grail,	as	
you	prepare	for	some	quality	one-on-one	time	with	Him.		

3)	 Bring	your	chalice	of	grapes	into	a	special	time	alone	with	Jesus	dedicated	for	undistracted	
intimate	conversation	and	meditation.			

4)	 Enjoy	the	visual	beauty	of	the	colorful	fruit.	Take	the	grapes	in	your	hands	and	experience	the	
shape	and	texture.	Breathe	deeply	and	consider	the	richness	of	the	aroma.	Taste	and	savor.	

5)	 Express	the	gratitude	of	your	heart	regarding	His	intention	to	bring	forth	fruit	in	your	life.		
6)	 During	the	remainder	of	your	time	with	this	Encounter,	display	your	holy	grail	of	grapes	in	a	

visible	place	to	remind	you	of	your	living	connection	as	the	branch	to	Jesus,	your	True	Vine.	
7)		Journal	some	of	your	thoughts	and	feelings	about	this	Romantic	Practice	below.	Perhaps	you	

could	make	a	sketch	of	your	“Holy	Grail	of	Grapes”	or	take	a	picture	of	it	and	attach	it	here.	
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Going Deep: Abiding in the Vine    

                             “I	am	the	Vine,	and	you	are	the	branches.”John	15:5	

1)	 It	was	 in	connection	with	the	parable	of	 the	Vine	that	Jesus	first	used	the	expression,	“Abide	 in	
Me.”	 That	parable,	 so	 simple	 and	 yet	 so	 rich	 in	 its	 teaching,	 gives	us	 the	best	 and	most	 complete	
illustration	 of	 the	meaning	 of	 Jesus’	 command.	 It	 is	 an	 invitation	 to	 an	 amazing	way	 of	 living	 our	
lives…	Encountering	Him	in	Formation	Friendship.	

		
2)	The	connection	between	the	Vine	and	the	branch	is	a	supernatural	and	living	relationship.	No	human	
effort	can	accomplish	it.	The	growth	of	the	branch	is	a	work	of	the	Creator.	The	flow	of	life	that	comes	
from	the	Vine	to	the	branch,	and	the	resulting	fruitfulness,	is	from	Him	alone.	Abiding	in	the	Vine	is	no	
work	of	human	wisdom	or	human	will.	It	is	an	act	of	God	by	which	the	closest	and	most	complete	life-
union	 is	 made	 possible	 with	 the	 Son	 of	 God.	 “God	 has	 sent	 forth	 the	 Spirit	 of	 His	 Son	 into	 your	
hearts”	(Galatians	4:6).	In	the	unity	with	the	Spirit	and	with	Christ,	we	are	one	with	Him.	

3)	 The	parable	 teaches	 us	 that	without	 a	 very	 intimate	 connection	 to	 the	Vine,	 the	 branch	 can	 do	
nothing.	 The	 life	of	 the	believer	can	be	pleasing	 to	God	only	when	 the	power	of	Christ	 is	dwelling	
within.	The	daily	 inflowing	of	 the	 life-sap	of	 the	Holy	Spirit	 is	 the	only	way	to	have	power	to	bring	
forth	fruit.	We	live	in	Him	alone	and	are	fully	dependent	on	Him	every	moment.		

4)	Without	the	branch	the	Vine	can	bear	no	fruit.	The	fact	that	the	branch	is	indispensable	to	the	Vine	is	a	
wonderful	 example	 of	 the	 grace	 of	 Jesus.	 Just	 as	we	 are	 dependent	 on	Him,	He	 has	made	Himself	
dependent	 on	 us,	 choosing	 to	 dispense	His	 blessing	 to	 the	world	 through	 us.	 That	 is	 something	 to	
marvel	at!	It	is	God’s	plan	to	give	this	high	honor	to	His	redeemed	ones.	Believers	are	indispensable	to	
Him	on	earth	because	this	is	the	means	by	which	His	fruit	will	be	multiplied.	Meditate	on	this	and	rejoice	
at	the	mystery	of	the	eternal	importance	of	the	Abiding	Friendship	between	Christ	and	the	believer.		

5)	There	is	more:	All	the	Vine	possesses	belongs	to	the	branches.	The	Vine	does	not	gather	nutrients	
from	 the	 soil	 merely	 for	 itself.	 All	 it	 has	 is	 at	 the	 disposal	 of	 the	 branches.	 Jesus	 gives	 Himself	
completely	for	us	and	to	us:	“The	glory	You	gave	Me,	I	have	given	them”	(John	17:22);	“He	that	believes	
in	Me,	the	works	that	I	do	will	he	do	also;	and	greater	works	will	he	do”	(John	14:12).	All	His	fullness	and	
all	His	riches	are	for	us.	The	Vine	gives	everything	for	the	fruitfulness	of	the	branches.	All	that	Jesus	is	
in	heaven,	He	is	for	us	here	on	earth.	He	is	our	representative	standing	before	the	Father.		

6)	And	all	the	branch	possesses	belongs	to	the	Vine.	The	branch	does	not	exist	for	itself,	but	to	bear	fruit	
that	can	proclaim	the	excellence	of	the	Vine.	It	has	no	reason	of	existence	except	to	be	of	service	to	the	
Vine.	What	a	glorious	image	of	the	calling	of	the	believer	this	is.	As	Jesus	gives	Himself	so	completely	to	
us,	we	are	compelled	to	give	ourselves	completely	to	Him.	Every	power	of	our	being,	every	moment	of	
our	lives,	every	thought	and	feeling	belong	to	Jesus	so	that	we	may	bring	forth	fruit.	When	we	realize	
what	the	Vine	is	to	the	branch,	and	what	the	branch	is	meant	to	be	to	the	Vine,	it	becomes	clear	that	
there	is	only	one	thing	to	think	of	and	to	live	for:	bringing	forth	fruit	to	the	glory	of	Christ.	
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Andrew Murray: Apostle of Abiding 

Andrew	 Murray	 is	 a	 Christian	 for	 all	 times	 in	 that	 he	 has	 demonstrated	

tremendously	 deep	 spiritual	 understanding.	 With	 extraordinary	 clarity	 he	

articulates	the	transforming	reality	of	an	Abiding	relationship	with	Christ.	His	own	

intimate	 love	 affair	 with	 Jesus,	 and	 the	 expression	 of	 it	 found	 in	 his	 study	 of	
“Abiding	in	the	Vine”	(John	15),	shaped	his	life	dramatically.			

In	Murray’s	defining	work,	Abide	in	Christ,	he	demonstrates	a	clear	understanding	

of	 the	Abiding	 relationship	between	Jesus	and	 the	Father,	and	between	Jesus	

and	 His	 followers.	 This	 level	 of	 intimacy	 seems	 to	 be	 exactly	 what	 many	

contemporary	 students	 are	 seeking	 in	 their	 spiritual	 journey.	 Murray’s	 in-depth	 study	 of	 John	 15	 and	

related	passages,	provide	 clear	 and	concise	 teachings	 that	portray	 the	potential	of	 a	 relationship	with	

Christ	that	is	genuinely	an	Abiding,	transforming	Friendship.	His	teaching	is	especially	aimed	at	moving	the	

apprentice	beyond	an	intellectual	apprehension	of	the	“truth	about”	a	relationship	with	Jesus	in	order	to	

focus	on	“experiencing	a	genuinely	intimate	Encounter”	with	the	person	of	Christ.	

The	book,	Abide	 in	Christ,	was	written	by	Murray	 in	 the	Dutch	 language	 in	 the	year	 1864	at	a	 time	
when	he	was	 36	 years	 old,	 living	 and	 serving	 as	 a	 pastor	 to	parishioners	of	 the	Reformed	Church	

movement	in	South	Africa.	The	book	was	subtitled:	“Thoughts	on	the	Blessed	Life	of	Fellowship	with	

the	Son	of	God.”	After	the	great	revival	movement	of	the	1860’s	Murray	traveled	from	town	to	town	

speaking	 to	 young	 people	 in	 the	 context	 of	 youth-rally	 events	 as	 a	 campaign	 to	 follow-up	 the	

fruitfulness	of	the	revivals.		So	many	young	converts	came	out	of	revivals	that	Andrew	was	burdened	

with	the	need	to	 instruct	them	how	not	to	 lose	the	blessed	 intimate	relationship	with	Jesus	Christ	

when	they	stepped	back	into	their	routine	lives	and	duties.			

Murray’s	great	fear	was	that	young	people,	who	had	been	led	to	experience	the	initial	response	of	faith	

in	Christ,	would	then	be	“left	without	the	guidance	and	apprenticing	they	would	need	to	really	deepen	

and	 grow	 a	 truly	 Abiding	 and	 transforming	 intimacy	with	 Christ”	 (Apostle	 of	 Abiding	 Love,	 Leona	 F.	
Choy,	1978).	He	had	a	great	heart-passion	to	help	students	really	“get	it.”	Within	four	years,	more	than	

40,000	copies	of	Abide	in	Christ	were	sold.		Eighteen	years	later	Murray	translated	the	book	into	English	

and	it	became	the	first	of	his	English	books.		“Worldwide	distribution	of	this	book	has	resulted	in	nearly	

sixty	 different	 publications	 including	 translations	 to	 French,	 German,	 Arabic,	 Armenian,	 Telugu,	

Malaysian,	Japanese	and	Chinese”	(Apostle	of	Abiding	Love,	Leona	F.	Choy,	1978)	
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